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Dear families, 

On March 13, I left school for the weekend.  At the time, I thought we would be back at school the 
following week.  I was unsure about after Spring Break, but I thought it would be OK because we would 
have that next week to prepare.  Then, Saturday morning, I got on my laptop and the rest of the day was 
a blur.  Decisions were made, changed, made again, and changed again.  Finally, it was settled that 
students would not be coming back physically into the building and our learning would have to change. 

That Monday, our staff scrambled to reimagine their classrooms in a virtual world.  On Tuesday, you 
came to pick up needed items to make it happen.  On Wednesday, we began. 

We thought this was temporary.  We’ll be back in early April.  Let’s just keep the kids going and when we 
get back into our classrooms, we will pick up and move forward.  Just hold on and we will be back 
together soon, we told ourselves.  

We did not get a chance to prepare you or the kids for this.  We had to ask our parents to become our 
teacher assistants.  It is a job that you did not sign up for and we feel awful that you have to bear the 
responsibility of something we wish we could do for you. 

And then, on April 16, we learned that we would not be back  together.  School would have to continue 
in this new world of Zoom, Google Classroom, email, and digital platforms until the end of May.  It was 
an emotional day, even if we sort of saw it coming.   

So, now what to do?  The kids have made so many gains this year and we would hate to see their hard 
work lost.  We really want to “finish strong”.  We will continue to work with your kids and help them 
move their learning forward, and we really need your help to check in with them and make sure work is 
being completed.   This newsletter contains information we hope will help you keep your kids going. 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Andersen and the Traver School Staff 

�



Creating a Learning Space at Home 
One of the things that will help your child to be in “school mode” is to set up a place in your 
home that is a learning space. 
- A little corner of a room with a small table and chair 
- A desk 
- The kitchen table 
Choose an area that you can see and be near in case help is needed.  Avoid bedrooms (it is 
hard to be in “school mode” lying in bed) or places that are closed off. 
If it is a common space, make rules about “quiet time”.  Turn off the TV during school time 
and remove distractions like personal devices.   
Choose an area with good lighting or add a lamp to the space to avoid eye strain. 
If you do not have anything you can use to set up a space, you may contact Mrs. Andersen 
to borrow a desk from school.  Please call or text 262-724-0121. 

Allow your child to set it up independently with supplies and things they might need.  (If you 
are using a common space like the kitchen table, get a box that can store the supplies when 
you need to use the table.) 
- Pencils/pens, eraser 
- Highlighter 
- Markers or colored pencils 
- Paper 
- Tape 
- Scissors 
- A book to read  
Let them have some fun with decorating or making a sign for their workspace!  It will help 
them feel ownership of the space. 

Then, talk with your child about the rules of this 
space: 

- This is your school space. 

- This is where you can focus on schoolwork. 

- Keep your space neat and organized. 

- When you leave the space, make sure it is ready 
to go for the next day.  Everything is put away 
and the device is put on the charger.



Registration for 2020-21 

We will be moving up the registration 
process into the summer this year.  We will 
be asking families to do paperwork much 
earlier than before. 

It will help us to be ready for the kids in the 
fall in a much more efficient way! 

You will receive more information at Trade-In 
Day or soon after.

Yearbooks 
Every student will receive a yearbook this year 

at Trade-In Day, compliments of the School 
Board and the Community Club! 

It’s been an unforgettable year and the School 
Board wanted everyone to be able to look back 
at the memories we made when we were still 

at school.  They asked Community Club if they 
would contribute funds and they also were 

happy to help. 

We hope you enjoy them!

Creating a Schedule 
It is so hard to keep on a schedule when there’s no missing the bus or 
bell to ring that makes us motivated to get going.  Add to that, parent 
work schedules that are different and alternate plans for childcare.  It’s 
crazy! 
Finding a way to create a family schedule for learning time may be 
difficult, but it really does help. 

- Keep bedtimes and waking-up times the same.

- Have a morning meeting: greet each other, look over the work for the day, set goals.

- Make a Zoom schedule for the week (If you need a whiteboard, we can make you one!  Contact 
any of your child’s teachers!)

- Go over the list of all assignments for the day or week.  Let your kids cross off the finished ones. 
(It’s very satisfying to cross off that list, right?!)

- Give your kids stretch breaks and moments away from screens.

- Build in time to be outside.  Fresh air is so helpful!

- When learning time is over, build in opportunities for “downtime” (no responsibilities—kids can 
just “be”) and also time for kids to be helpful with cooking and chores.  While you cook or clean, 
explain what you’re doing. It is a sneaky way to help build vocabulary and build connection with 
your child.



Grading: We are following  the advice of grading experts and prominent educational 

institutions by modifying our grading system.  Standard grades will be replaced by 

progress comments from each of your child’s teachers. 

You will receive this report on Trade-In Day on May 28.

Trade-in Day 
Trade-in Day will be Thursday, May 28, from 8 AM to 6 PM.  On this day, we will swap 
our school stuff with kid stuff. 
You’ll bring back: 
- iPad                            -  Library books 
- iPad cord                    -  Any other borrowed items (teachers will let you know) 
- iPad charger 

You’ll receive: 
- Your yearbook 
- Any personal items that were still at school 
- Your progress letter 
- 2020-21 Registration information  

This will be a curbside service, much like a store pick-up.  Parents will drive to the 
back of the school and loop around to the side gym doors.  A staff member will greet 
you and take your items.  It would be great if the items were in the trunk so it could 
be a touchless exchange. 

Please have all the items to go back to school bagged separately for each child.  It 
will help us sort quicker. 

We will do a quick inventory of the items and return to your car with the school items 
to give to you. 

We would appreciate it if you wear masks out of an abundance of caution. 

We are going to be so excited to see you! However, by state rule, the school and 
grounds are only open at this time for materials drop-off.  Do not leave your vehicles. 
Sorry !



May Important Dates:

May 3-9: Teacher Appreciation Week

May 12: School Board meeting, 6:30 in the gymnasium.

Mon. May 25: Memorial Day.  No School.

Tues. May 26: No new assignments.  Individual student days as needed

Wed. May 27: No new assignments.  Individual student days as needed

Thurs. May 28: Trade-in Day, 8 AM-6 PM curbside delivery

Fri. May 29: Last day of school!  Graduation Watch Party, time TBD 
Open enrollment period ends at 4:00 PM

How are you doing? 
Both kids and parents are feeling so many emotions right now.  Kids have big feelings, but not the tools to deal with 
them yet.  (Sometimes grown-ups struggle with this!) 
It’s important to take a few moments each day to check in on each other when everyone is calm.  Did you struggle with 
your child earlier in the day? Take time later when things have settled down to talk about what happened.  Give your 
child the opportunity to speak about it.  Say something like, “Can you tell me what happened earlier today when we got 
into that fight/argument/situation?” 
If they don’t have the words to explain to you, offer some words you think they might be feeling.  And then, try to listen 
with curiosity instead of judgement.  Thank your child for talking with you about it.  These interactions create a “safe 
space” for your children to be able to share with you.  It will make them feel more secure as they become older, too. 
Bad news: Is this easy to do? Nope.  Will I mess it up? Yep. 
Good news: Will it get easier the more I practice it? Yep! 

Also—when you have some of those good days when everyone in the house pretty much follows along and there aren’t 
any major squabbles, don’t forget to tell your kids how happy and calm it made you feel, and talk about that.  Help each 
other to remember those good feelings!



Stay strong!  We know it is not easy.  This is a time of great loss and grief for what 
used to be and for the uncertainty of what might become.  We feel it, too.  You are so 

very loved by us!

Community Club News: 

Do you buy from Amazon?  If so, please help Community Club by using 
smile.amazon.com.  This is Amazon’s giving site that is exactly the same as the 
regular site. When you choose us as your organization, we get a percentage of your 
purchase! 
Note: this does not work on the Amazon mobile app. So, here’s the teeny tiny extra 
step to make it count: load up your cart on the app.  Then, open your browser to 
smile.amazon.com.  Log in, and your cart will be exactly the same as it was in your 
app. Complete your purchase and we’ll get the funds! 
(If you are using a computer or don’t have the app, just open to smile.amazon.com and make your 
purchases.) 

- We delivered Teacher Appreciation gifts to staff 
- We are still gifting our eighth graders with their keepsake albums and frames for 

graduation 
- We’re still planning on purchasing our Gaga Ball Pit for school 

Thanks SO MUCH for helping Community Club help our school!

Mr. Nottestad is planning to create a virtual M&M Day for all 
kids who want to participate!  Look for details coming soon.  

The activities will be a surprise.  We know it will be fun!
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